
ADJUDICATION UNDER THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS ACT 2002 (“ACT”) 

KEY POINTS 

 Any party to a contract for construction work can refer a dispute to adjudication with the consent of the 

other parties. 

o Under the Act the definition of construction work is currently limited to work involving: erection, 

alteration, repairs, restoration, demolition, and maintenance. 

o From 1 September 2016, construction work will include design, engineering, and quantity surveying 

work, enabling construction professionals to utilise the Act’s procedures. 

 

 The adjudicator’s fees are agreed between the adjudicator and the parties, who are jointly responsible for 

paying the adjudicator’s fees and expenses. 

 

 The process (described in detail below) requires the parties to provide their position in writing, along with 

relevant documents, to the adjudicator. 

 

 The adjudicator has the discretion to appoint an expert advisor. 

 

 The adjudicator can convene conferences to discuss the process of the adjudication, and may also conduct a 

site inspection of the construction work. 

 

 The adjudicator can issue directions to the parties, including that any relevant material be provided. 

 

 The adjudicator must issue the decision in the dispute within 20 working days after receiving all the required 

information from the parties. 

 

  



THE PROCESS 

 

The claimant serves a notice of adjudication on each party to the construction contract.

The claimant must as soon as practicable, select an adjudicator in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act, where possible with the agreement of the parties. Where no 
agreement is possible the authorised nominated body must select an adjudicator.

Within 5 working days of receiving the adjudicator's notice of acceptance of the 
appointment, the claimant must refer the dispute to the adjudicator.

The respondent(s) after receiving the notice of adjudication must serve on the 
adjudicator and parties a response within 5 working days or such other timeframe 

agreed to by the parties. Any documents relevant to the response must be served with 
the response.

The claimant may serve a response and further documents on the adjudicator and the 
parties within 5 working days of receiving the respondent's response.

The adjudicator must issue a determination within 20 working days of the expiration of 
the time for the respondent to reply. If the parties agree the time for determination can 

be extended.

If any party fails to comply with the determination, any other party may apply to 
the Court to have the adjudicator's determination enforced as a judgment. 


